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Just a brief introduction to this edition of the newsletter. The previous issue covered March — August,

but this one is just in time to catch the Annual Arts Festival. So, we’re giving front page pride of place

to that. On the back page, last time we talked about two of our longest standing member groups

— the Preston Poets and Recorded Music Societies. But The Folk Dance Club can beat both of

those for longevity. It is celebrating its centenary this year, so we’ve given them the whole of the back

page. Lots of other material on the inside, so hope you find it enjoyable and useful.

PRESTON ARTS FESTIVAL

This year the festival will run from 15h-29t
September with pre-launch activity on Saturday
14", The latter will have a morning painting demo,
weather permitting, on the Flag Market. Also, in
the Fishergate Centre, from 10.00-4.00, there will
be Arts and Crafts stalls plus information leaflets
and fliers announcing the activities and venues
of various PAA member groups. Representatives
from some of the societies will be there to offer
further discussion and comment on their activities.

The launch will take place on Sunday 15" at
2.00 and will be followed by a concert featuring
Preston Opera and South Ribble Strings. We
featured both of these societies in the last edition
of the newsletter.

On Wednesday 18™, we have a talk from Preston
crime writer, Christie Newport. Christie won the
Joffe Books Prize in 2021. Her award was for
her debut novel,

‘The Raven’s
Mark’, in which
she introduced

Preston DCI Beth
Fellows. This has
led to a series
featuring Beth,
so it looks like
Preston will have
its own famous
detective, who in
time might rival
Oxford and Morse, or Edinburgh and Rebus (just
to mention a couple). Lots more gripping local
crime stories to look forward to.

There’s quite a lot of art in the festival this year,
including a portrait painting demonstration from
Liam Dickinson and an illustrators talk and demo.
On 28™, there will be another illustrators’ talk from
Hand Drawn and Quartered. Also, the Portrait
Challenge this year is within the festival rather
than as a pre-launch event. Those wanting tips
on how it’s done can watch the progress of the
entrants over the 4-hour time slot on Saturday
21, There will be an exhibition of the results at
Artistry House between 23" and 27" September.

Concerts also feature prominently. Besides the
launch event, there are concerts from our own
KTB 4 Choirs with Lostock Hall Brass Band,
the latter having a Last Night of the Proms flavour.
KTB features again at Chorley Little Theatre on
26th, where there will be a musical cabaret event.

On Sunday 22", Preston Symphony Orchestra
will present a programme including extracts from
their inaugural concert, plus music from Preston’s
own film composer, Bill Connor. It’s already sold
out but keep an eye out for returns. See the
feature on p3 of this newsletter.

The Company of Voyces choir under the musical
directorship of Robin Stopford invites anyone
interested in attending an afternoon Jazz workshop,
leading to a performance (singing with the choir that
evening) to get in touch via email or telephone (see
the accompanying poster for details). Workshop
places are limited, so you will need to book early.
The choir will be accompanied by a professional
Jazz trio. The evening concert is open to the public
and should prove to be an enjoyable jazz event. A
donation will be given to the RNLI charity from the
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PAF Preston Folk Dance Club 100™ Anniversary PAF

Y 1924 to 2024 N C
Folk dancing had been practised in Preston for a | FOLK_DANCING AT PRESTON.
couple of years when, in 1924, the Preston branch /I:;:_;:-_-:--..-

of the English Folk Dance Society was formed, run |
by Miss Irene Fisher, who would continue in this |
role until her retirement in 1957. (This is an
extract from the newspaper article about that
first meeting.)

The club then continued to flourish over the years,
entering competitions, winning awards and taking
part in Preston Guild events.

Ousen's Hall Preston, in 1938 duing a folk dancs

ﬂ—{ba&g Cllfﬁ) % And so, in March 2024, we were excited
sersary 1924-2024 to celebrate our 100th Anniversary with
a special dance held in Fulwood.

We continue to meet weekly on a
Monday evening from September to May
to enjoy our dancing and to keep the
tradition alive. We always welcome new = ]
dancers and usually hold 'taster’ sessions in Sep‘rember‘/Oc‘rober‘ You
don't need a partner and many members come on their own.

No experience is necessary, there are plenty of people to help. The
caller will walk everybody through each dance first to make sure
everybody knows what to do and then the
music will start! The dances we do at our Club nights can be
very varied. Some may be quite fast and lively, whilst others
are slower and more elegant. Some dances were written in the

written by a club caller.
Why not come & join us?

www.prestonfolkdanceclub.org. or ring Lynn (01772 785362) or find us on
Facebook
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